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El Dorado’s past changed with the discovery of oil, so 
it seems fi tting that one of our newest eateries pays 
tribute to that rich heritage while creating a fresh 

destination for today's diners.
When Lance and Lauren Greer opened The Refi nery, 

they were fulfi lling a dream. Lance, a familiar face in the 
local culinary scene, spent years working as a chef before 
stepping away to focus on family and a career in food sales. 
His desire to have his own restaurant had been “simmering 
on the back burner.” When a downtown eatery closed its 
doors, Lauren recognized the opportunity. Together, with 
years of experience, the couple transformed the space into a 
downtown deli linking to the historic past.

With the help of Lance's sister, Alex, they developed 
the name, The Refi nery, as a tribute to the generations 
of workers in the oil business who helped build the 
community. 

The menu focuses on fresh, made-to-order sandwiches, 
homemade soups, crisp salads, and bakery favorites. 
Early customer favorites include the chocolate croissants, 
hearty Italian Beef sandwich, and a fresh salad bar. 
Lance recommends the Italian Beef, Italian Grinder, and 
Pastrami Reuben, classic sandwiches prepared with quality 
ingredients and loaded with fl avor. Lauren's personal touch 
can be found in the popular salad bar and the inviting 
Gelato Corner, perfect for a sweet fi nish.

The Greers also envision The Refi nery as more than just 
a place to enjoy lunch. Plans include occasional evening 
events featuring bingo, game nights, and other community 
gatherings designed to bring neighbors together in the 
heart of downtown. The Greers believe The Refi nery will 
become a place where friends meet, conversations fl ow, and 
memories are made one meal at a time. ❐
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